
Music Industry Weekend – A Mission Statement 
 
“It is the music which assists us to affect the human spirit; it is an important means which helps 
us to communicate with the soul. The Guardian hopes that through this assistance you will give 
the Message to the people, and will attract their hearts.” 
(15 November 1932 to an individual believer, cited in "Bahá'í News" 71 (February 1933), p. 2) 
 (Compilations, The Compilation of Compilations vol II, p. 80) 
 
The Need:  As The Baha’i Faith rises from obscurity to prominence, it is important that the 
musicians who can share the Faith through their art, be equipped with both the knowledge of the 
Writings and the knowledge of their craft, in order to distinguish themselves both morally and 
professionally from the mass of humankind yet unaware of the Manifestation of God for this age. 
 
"We have made music a ladder by which souls may ascend to the realm on high. Change it not 
into wings for self and passion. I seek refuge in God that you be not of the ignorant." 
(Bahá'u'lláh: Cited from the Kitáb-i-Aqdas in a compilation of Extracts from the Bahá'í Writings on Music, March 1, 
1972, p. 1) 
 
Musicians of conscience understand that theirs is a uniquely powerful art form. Music can 
engender emotions and stir people to action. Because such stirrings can be either abased or 
divine, it is vitally important that Baha’i musicians remain ever mindful of their awesome 
responsibility to strive continually for improvement in both their craft and character.  
 
The Objectives:  Music Industry Weekend is a gathering of Baha’i musicians and musicians of 
similar spiritual awareness wherein they can learn from each other, establish friendships, and 
share their talents without judgment or ridicule.    
 
Music Industry Weekend seeks to  
1) foster collaborations between and among Baha'i musicians and musicians of similar spirit 
2) improve the skill sets of participants in the generation, performance, recording, production, 
promotion and distribution of music 
3) encourage the creation of music that will inspire personal and social transformation 
4) help create a new "music industry" that both values and upholds moral integrity. 
 
"Also, you raise the question of what will be the source of inspiration to Bahá'í musicians and 
composers; the music of the past or the Word? We cannot possibly foresee, standing as we do on 
the threshold of Bahá'í culture, what forms and characteristics the arts of the future, inspired by 
this Mighty New Revelation, will have. All we can be sure of is that they will be wonderful; as 
every Faith has given rise to a culture which flowered in different forms, so too our beloved 
Faith may be expected to do the same thing. It is premature to try and grasp what they will be at 
present." 
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, December 23, 1942) 
 
 
 



Some Guiding Principles: 
 
"Music is one of the important arts. It has great effect upon human spirit. Musical melodies are a 
certain something which prove to be accidental upon etheric vibrations, for voice is nothing but 
the expression of vibrations, which reaching the tympanum, effect the nerves of hearing. Musical 
melodies are, therefore, those peculiar effects produced by, or from, vibration. However, they 
have the keenest effect upon the spirit. In sooth, although music is a material affair, yet its 
tremendous effect is spiritual, and its greatest attachment is to the realm of the spirit. If a person 
desires to deliver a discourse, it will prove more effectual after musical melodies 
 
Among the most renowned musicians of Persia was one named Barbod, who, whenever a great 
question had been pleaded for at the court of the King, and the Ministry had failed to persuade 
the King, they would at once refer the matter to Barbod, whereupon he would go with his 
instrument to the court and play the most appropriate and touching music, the end being at once 
attained because the king was immediately affected by the touching musical melodies, certain 
feelings of generosity would swell up in his heart, and he would give way. You may try this: if 
you have a great desire and wish to attain your end, try to do so on a large audience after a great 
solo has been rendered, but it must be on an audience on which music is effective, for there are 
some people who are like stones, and music cannot affect stones. 
 
"It was for this reason that His Holiness David sang the psalms in the Holy of Holies at 
Jerusalem with sweet melodies. In this Cause the art of music is of paramount importance. The 
Blessed Perfection, when He first came to the barracks (Akká) repeated this statement: 'If among 
the immediate followers there had been those who could have played some musical instrument. 
i.e., flute or harp, or could have sung, it would have charmed every one.' In short, musical 
melodies form an important role in the associations, or outward and inward characteristics, or 
qualities of man, for it is the inspirer or motive power of both the material and spiritual 
susceptibilities. What a motive power it is in all feelings of love! When man is attached to the 
love of God, Music has great effect upon him." 
('Table Talk' by 'Abdu'l-Bahá Cited in Compilation of Extracts from the Bahá'í Writings on Music, March 1, 1972, 
pp:6-7) 
 
Music Helps to Communicate with the Soul 
 
"The Guardian values the hymns that you are so beautifully composing. They certainly contain 
the realities of the Faith, and will indeed help you to give the Message to the young ones. It is the 
music which assists us to affect the human spirit; it is an important means which helps us to 
communicate with the soul. The Guardian hopes that through this assistance you will give the 
Message to the people, and will attract their hearts." 
(From letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, November 15, 1932)  
 (Compilations, Lights of Guidance, p. 410) 
 
The same destructive forces are also deranging the political, economic, scientific, literary, and 
moral equilibrium of the world and are destroying the fairest fruits of the present civilization.... 
Even music, art, and literature, which are to represent and inspire the noblest sentiments and 
highest aspirations and should be a source of comfort and tranquillity for troubled souls, have 



strayed from the straight path and are now the mirrors of the soiled hearts of this confused, 
unprincipled, and disordered age. 
(10 February 1980, by the Universal House of Justice to the Iranian Bahá'ís throughout the 
World; published in "Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-1986" (Wilmette: 
Bahá'í Publishing Trust, 1996), p. 435) [50] 
 (Compilations, The Importance of the Arts in Promoting the Faith) 
 
Rejecting the low sights of mediocrity, let them scale the ascending heights of excellence in all 
they aspire to do. May they resolve to elevate the very atmosphere in which they move, whether 
it be in the school rooms or halls of higher learning, in their work, their recreation, their Bahá'í 
activity or social service. 
 
Indeed, let them welcome with confidence the challenges awaiting them. Imbued with this 
excellence and a corresponding humility, with tenacity and a loving servitude, today's youth 
must move towards the front ranks of the professions, trades, arts and crafts which are necessary 
to the further progress of humankind -- this to ensure that the spirit of the Cause will cast its 
illumination on all these important areas of human endeavour. Moreover, while aiming at 
mastering the unifying concepts and swiftly advancing technologies of this era of 
communications, they can, indeed they must, also guarantee the transmittal to the future of those 
skills which will preserve the marvellous, indispensable achievements of the past. The 
transformation which is to occur in the functioning of society will certainly depend to a great 
extent on the effectiveness of the preparations the youth make for the world they will inherit. 
(8 May 1985, by the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá'í Youth of the World) [56] 
 (Compilations, The Importance of the Arts in Promoting the Faith) 
 
 
 


